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THE ORIGIN OF THE KHWANAZI TRIBE

MKHWANAZI AT MTHUNZINI DISTRICT

UNDER MKHONTOKAYISE J.

1. The aim of the study of the or iqin of Mkhwanazi Trihe

The aim of this shor t research paper is to trace the or ig in of

the history of the Mkhwanazi district. The source which had been

used are mainly persons who are closely related to he Mkhwanazi

Dynasty and some archival sources, as well as secondary sources.

2. The Loca tion of MKhwanazi Tr ibe

The History of the Mkhwanazi tribe between the UMhIathuze and the

UMlalazi rivers in the east and west respectively and o the Indian

Ocean and the Ongoye moun tains in the South and Nor ttl is an of-f

shoot of the Mkhwanazi tribe of the chief Somkhele in the Hlabisa

district 1 • Its history can be clearly' understood by first

looking at the history of the Mkhwanazi tribe in the Hlaoisa dis­

tr ict.

3. The per iod of Ve Ian i

Ve Ian i who became Ding iswayo' s Induna of the Oyengt-"-.Jeni reg imen t,

originated from Swaziland on coming to settle under DingiswayD

he distinguished himself as an e;{tremely brave man e ..

He died fighting Dingiswayo's wars against Zwide,
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Ndwandwe c Ian. His son Malanda was a Iso a brave man, who was suc­

ceeded by Somkhele as Chief of the Mkhwanazi in the Hlabisa dis­

tr ict '" •

4. Per iod of Ma landa and Mfiki

Phalane and his brother Mfiki were sent across the Mhlathuze from

the Hlabisa district by Malanda to conquer the Gurnede's and the

Dube tr ibe under chief Magemegeme ... The Dube tr ibe was occupy-

ing the terr i tory from Mh la thu ze to the Por t Dun ford. area, a long

the coast whilst the Gumede's were living beyond the Ongoye

mountain:5.

1. S.N.A. 1/917, No 5 Mkhwana:zi Tr i.be Under Chief SOiRkhele

Hlabisa district, 3.11 .. 1902

N.Makhwasa: Great Grand daughter of Mfiki living near the

Mengezi river kwa-D langezwa (65 years) 10.6.86

2. J.A.Stuart(edl

3 " S .. N ..A.. 1/9/7, No 5

4. N.Mkh....anazi

:5. S.N • A. 1/9/7, No 9

Ubaxo Le Le , p15.

Mkhwanazi tr ibe under chief Somkhefe

Hlabisa dis tr ict, 3.11.1902

Port Dunford (70 years) 04,,04.86

.:.;.

Madlnzini tribe under Mqedi lower



Umfolozi district 3.11.1902

Mfiki accomplished his talk with ease conquering the Gumede's and

settling at the foot of the Ongoye mountains. He sent Phalane who

had accompan ied him from Hlabisa to conquer the Dubes of chief

Magemegeme. Phalane had come as a very young man with his mother

to pay tribute to Malanda "'. Phalane got his name because of the

work he did, namely scratching skins for making shields as well

as dresses. He had gone to the Mthethwa to sow skin's skirts as

this was the work done mainly by the Mthethwas"'.

Malanda dec ided to send Phalane and Mfiki to the land between

the Umlalazi and Mhlathuze, the present Kwa-Dlangezwa. Other

peop Ie who accompan ied Mf iki were Nyokana, Mganu and Nd Ie len i 7 •

Mfiki was not hospitable to his subjects. He did not give them

food when they had come to pay tribute to him.

5. Period of Phalanp

Phalane on the other hand was more hospitable orga.nizing many

celebrations for those who visited r,im (at his place, near the

Present Moholohclo store where he had gene to check the revolt of

the Dubes lEi .

5

Thousands of Mkhwanazi subjects eventually preffered the role of

Phalane because of his haspi ta 1 i ty and ce lebr a tion in whic h he
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held. This preference was the bloodless Coup'of the role of

Mfiki, and marked desertions by hundreds of his subjects ..

5.1 The per iod of Ngongwana

When Phalane died shortly before the outbreak of the Anglo-Zulu

war, he was succeeded by his son Ngongwana, who ru led as an In­

duna of John Dunn ' ° . This arrangement was in accordance with Sir

Garnet Wolseley's

districts 1 1 •

6. N. Makhwasa

settlement which divided Zululand into 13

Great Grand Daughter of Mfiki (65years)

Living near Mengeni river 10.06.86

7. N. Mkhwanazi

8. T .A.Mthethwa

9. N. Ma khwasa

Par t Dunford, Headman (70 years) 04 .04 ~86

Par t Dunford (62 years) 06.05.86

Great Grand Daughter of Mfiki (65 years)

Living near Mengezi river 10.06 ..86

10. S.N.A. 1/9/7 No 15 : Six sections of the Late Dunn's tribe

and the appoin ted chiefs Lako thto-.#-3Yo Zungu,

Sis imana Mzime la, Ngwenya, Nzu za, Ngongwana

Mkhwanazi, Zimema M'Zimela, Ntungelazana Zulu.
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11. J. Guy

Um 1 a 1 a z i dis tr ic t 3.11.1902

Des truc han of the Zu Lu Kingdom pp 72-3

John Dunn was appointed as one of these thirteen chiefs (the

abanurnzane) King's representatives who had previous 1y been inde-

pendant of John Dunn's rule now became his Indunas. This was

mainly in a territory between the Umhlathuze and Tugela, which

later bacamne known as Umlalazi district. There were 'six of these

so called Indunas of John Dunn, Lokothwayo Mathaba was the only

one whose tribe was North of the Thukela river a a•• Simamana Zulu

was in charge of his tr ibe whose terr i tory streched to the Mthun-

zini garage. Ngwenya Nzuza, was in cha.rge of his tribe in a ter-

ritory from the Ging.indlovLt to the South of Eshawe.

Zimema Mzimela's territory streched from the Umhlat.huze to parts

of Eshowe and to the Ongaye range .. In the South Ntungelezana Dube

had the sma 11 terr i. tory near the so ca l l ed POi- t Dun fcr d ; ,Jc\hn

Dunn ruled over this territory like a King. HovJever, aft.ei- his

death in 1895, the Indunas wen? made independent chiefs again. In

this manner Ngongwa.na resumed the administration cf his tribe~

but like all the chiefs had to report to the Magistrate at Mtun-

zini who had been appointed in place of John Dunn 1 :3 .

,.~

6. The Per iod of Mun t . ongenakud la and MVLlzemvuze
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When Ngongwana died, he was succeeded by Mbuyiseni, who ruled

peaceful .... ithout any incident after his death Munt'ongenakudla

Mkh....anazi, his son took over. Munt'ongenakudla involved his tribe

in a ser ious f ae tion

and ban ished 14.

fight at Pert Dunford. He was then ai-rested

Dur ing his banishmen t, however !II

Munt'ongenakudla's mothe,-s favoured his chief Headman (Induna)

Mvuzemvuze Mnguni to act as a regent until the release of

Munt· ongenakud la himse 1f, who recommended Mvuzemvuze to ru Ie

dur ing r, is absence 1::S

12 • S. N • A. 1 /917 No 14

13. S.N.A. 1/9/7 No 15

14. N. Makhwasa

'15. N. Mkhwanazi

: Nd Ie la Sec tion of the Zungu tr ibe unde,­

Ndabayakhe. 3.11.1902

Six Sections of John Dunn 3.11.1902

: Great Grand Daughter of Mfiki iO.6.86

POI-t Dunford, Headmen , (70 ye~.rs)

04.04.86

Mvuzemvuze rule the Mkhwanazi tribe for the period of 19 year"3"

His reign marked the settlement of whites in tr-le Mkhwanazi ter-

ritory.

One of the important events was the establishment of the Univer­

sity of Zululand in 1960, and the removal of dthe people along

the coastal area near Port Dunford and Esikhawini'''' • Mvuzemvuze

managed also to end faction fights, .... hich were many during the

-,



Furthermore the discovery of Russian weapons in July 1986 under a

trained guerilla fighter, Nkuna in one of Chief Mkhwanazi's ward

was also a sign tha.:.t tr ibesman were no langer very loyal to their

chief.

16. P. Ndunakazi

17. M. Mkhwanazi

18. N. Mkhwanazi

19. T .A.Mthethwa
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Great Grand daqqhter of Mf iki

65 vear s , living near Mengezi River.

Uncle of Mkhontokayise

50 years living at K.,a-Dlangezw".

Former Chief's Headman

70 years living at Port Dunford

Tribesman. 62 years, livino at Port

Dunford

Tribesman; 64 years, living at eSikhawini ..
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