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THE ORIGIN 0OF THE KHWANAZI TRIBE UMDER MKHONTOKAYISE J.

MEHWANAZT AT MTHUNZIMI DISTRICT

1. The aim of the study of the arigin of Mkhwana=i Tribe

The aim of this short research paper is to trace the origin of
the history of the Mkhwanarzi district. The source which had been
used are mainly persons who are closely related to he Mkhwanazi

Dynasty and some arehival sowrces, as well as secondary sources.

2. The Location of MEKhwanazi Tribe

The History of the Mkhwanazi tribe betwsen the UbPihlathuze and the

UMlalazi rivers in the esast and west yrespectively and dthe indian
Oc=an and the Dngoye mountains in the Spuih and MNorth is an off
shoot of the Mkhwanazi tribe of the chisf Somkhele in the Hiabisa

district® . Iis historvy can be clearlily understcod by first
Iooking at the history of the Mkhwanazi tribe in the Hlabisa dis-

trict.

2. The period of Velani

Velani who became Dingiswayoc’'s Induna of the Oyengweni regiment,
priginated from Swaziland on coming to  =settle under Dingiswayo

he distinguished himseslf as an extremely brave man = .

£

He died fighting Dingiswayo’'s wars against IZwide, Ileader of the



Mdwandwe clan. His son Malanda was also a brave man, who was suc—

ceeded by Somkhele as Chief of the Mkhwanazi in the Hiabisa dis-

trict = .

4, Paripd of Malanda and Mfiki

Fhalane and his brother Mfiki were sent across the Mhlathuze from
the Hlabisa district by Malanda to conguer the Sumede’s and the
Dube tribe under chief Mageomegeme *. The Dube tribe was ccoupy-—
ing the territory from Mhlathuze fto the Port Dunford. area, along
the coast whilst the Gumede’'s weres living beyond the Ongove

mountain=.

1 S.N.A. 1/7/7, Mo T : Mkhwanazi Tribe Under Chiet Sorkhels

Hiabisa district, 2.11.1F02
N.Makhwasa : Gre=at Grand daughter of Mfiki l1iving near the
Mengezi river kwa—Dlangezwa (&3 years) 0.4.854

2. J.A. Struart (aed) Ubazoclele, plS.

2 E.N.A. 1/9/7, No 5 : pihwanazi trige under chief Somkhele

Hlabisa district, 3.11.15G2

4, N.Mihwanazi 1 Port BDunford (70 years) 04,046,385

5. 5.N.A. 1/9/7, Npo 9 : Madlnzini tribe under Mgedi lower
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Umfolozi district 3.11.1902

Mfiki accomplished his talk with ease congquering the Sumede’s and
settling at the ’fnnt of the Dngoye mountains. He sent Phalane who
hagd accompanied him from Hlabisa to conquer the Dubes of chief

Magemeqgeme. Fhalane had come as a very young man with his mother
te pay tribute to Malanda . Phalane got his name because o7 the
work he did, namely scratching skins for making shields as well
as dresses. He had gone toc the Mthethwa to sow skin's skirts as

this was the work done mainly by the Mthethwas®.
Malanda decided to send Phalaneg and Mfiki to +the land between
the Umlalazi and Mhlathuze, the present kwa-Dlangezwa. Sther

people who accompanied Mfiki were hNyockana, Mganu and Ndlslisni™.

Mfiki was not hospitable to his subjects. He did not give them

food when they had come to pay tribute to him.

3. Period of Fhalane

Phalane on the other hand was mere hospitable organizing many
celebrations for those who visited Him (a3t his place, near the
Fresent Moholoheolo stpre where he had gone to checik the revolit of

the Dube=si® .

i

Thousands of Mkhwanazi subjects eventually preffered the role of

Phalane because of his hospitality and celebration in which he



held. This preference was the bloodless Coup’cf the role of

Mfiki, and marked deser tions by hundreds of his subjects % .

5.1 The period of Ngongwana

When Phalane died shortly before the outbreak of the fGnglo-Zulu
war, he was succesded by his son Ngongwana, who ruled as an In-—
duna of John Dunn®® . This arrangement was in accordance with Sir
Barnet Wolseley’'s settlement which divided Zwululand into 12

districts??,

&. M. Makhwasa : Great Grand Daughter of Mfiki (&Syears)

Living near Mengeni river 10.0&.84

%

7. N. Mkhwanazi : Fort Dunford, Headman (70 yvear= ¥ 04.04.856
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8. T.A.Mthethwa : Fort Dunford (&2 vears) 04.05.34

Z. N. Makhwazsa : Great Grand Daughter of Mfiki (&5 years!

LLiving near Mengezl river 10.046.54&

i spcticonse of the Late Dunn's ftribe

iy ]

10. 8.N.A. 1/7/7 No 15 @

arnd the appointed chiefs Lokothwayo Zungu,

i

Sisimana Mzimela, Ngwenya, Nzuza, Ngongwana
Mkhwanazi, Zimema Mz imela, Ntungelazana Zulo.
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Unlalazi district 3.11.1902

11. J. Buy : Destruction of the Zuliu Kingdom pp 72-3

John Dunn was appointed as one of these thirtesn chiefs (the

abanumzane) King's representatives who had previously been inde-
pendant of John Dunn’'s rule now became his Indunas. This was
mainly in a territory between the Umhiathuze and Tugela, which
later bacamne known as Umlalazi district. There were six of these
s0 called Indunas of John Dunn, Lokothwayo Mathaia was the only
one whose tribe was Mor th of the Thukela vivert®., Simamana Zulu
was in charge of his tribe whose territory streched te the Mthun-
zini garage. pdNgwenya MMzuza, was in charge of his fribe in a ter-—

ritory from the Singindlovu io the South of Eshows.

Zimema Mzimela's tervritory streched from the Umhlathuze to paris
of Eshowe and to the Ongoye range. In the Eeuth[?\itungaiezana Dupe
had the small tervitory near the so called For £ Dunford., Jobn
Dunn ruled over this tertritory like a King. However, sfier his
death in 18935, the Indunas were made independent chiefs again. In
this manner Ngongwana resumed the administration cof his t';—ibe,
put 1like all the chiefs nad to report to the Magistrais at Miun—-

zini who had been appoointed in place of John Dunn1®@,

&. The Peripod of Munt "ongenakudla and Mvuremvuze




When Ngongwana died, he was succeeded by Mbuyiseni, who ruled
peaceful without any incident after his death Munt’'ongenakudla
Mkhwanazi, his son took ‘DVET. Munt ' ongenakudla involved his tribe
in a sericus fac‘tion fight at Fert Dunford. He was then arvested
and hanishedi«, Duyring his Dan iehmén t,. however ,
Munt ' ongenakudla’s mothers favoured his chief Headman {Incuna)
Mvuzemvuze Mnguni to act as & regent untii the rolease of

Munt ' ongenakudla himself, who recommended Mvuzemvuie fo rule

during his absenceS

12. S5.N.A. 1/9/7 No 14 Ndlela Sectien of the Zungu tribe under

ar

Ndabayakhe. 3.11.1902

Six Section=s of John Dunn 2.11.190C

IZ. B.MN.A. 1/977 NHe 135

14. M. Makhwasa Great Grand Daughter of pMriki 190.56.84

-15. N. Mikhwanazi Fort Dunford, Headman, {79 yearsi
04 04 .85
Mvuzemvuzs rule the Mkhwanazi tribe for the pericd of 19 vyears.

His reign marked the settlement of whites in the Mihwanazi ter-—

ritory.

One of the important ewvents was the establishment of the Univer—
sity of Zululand in 1960, and the removal of dthe pesople alaong
the coastal area near Port Dunforgd and Esikhawinite . Mvuzemvuze

managed also to end faction fights, which were many during the



Fur thermore the discovery of Russian weapans in July 19846 under a
trained guerilla fighter, Nkuna in one of Chief Mkhwanazi’'s ward
was alsp a sign that tribecsman were no langer very loval to their

chief.

164. P. Ndunakazi

Esikhawini, itribesman, {44 vyears: 05.08.86

17. M. Mkhwanazi

Kwa-Dlangezwa (350 vyears) 20.07 .86

18. N. Mkhwanazi

Fort Dunford, Former Headman (70 years)
04 .04 .86

7. T.a.Mthethwa Fort Dunford (&8 years) 05.05.8B4
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Oral Scurces

Great Grand daughter of Miiki

13

Makhwa=sa, N

&£5 years, living near Mengezi River.

Uncle of Mkhontokavise

Mkhwanazi, M
SC years living at Kwa-Dlangezwa

Former Chief 's Headman

Mihwanazi, M

70 yeare living at Fort Dunford

Mihethwa, T A : Tribespan. &2 years, livino ai Fort

Dunford

Tribesman; &4 y=zars, living at eSikhawini,

Ndunakazi, P
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