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ABSTRACT

This study is about the Community policing forum of Kwamashu and its strategy
of putting the youth at the forefront in the fight against crime.

The study was conducted on crime prevention with more emphasis placed on
community participation as is the strategy of the Department of Safety and
Security. A sampling technique was used where thirty respondents who reside at
Kwamashu were interviewed about community policing and youth involvement in
it. _

Related fiterature that focuses on community policing and its effect on the youth
" was reviewed. Various recommendations have been made based on the findings
of the study.

The findings of the study highlighted the need for the community policing forum
to market itself to the community. Community members, especially the youth,
need to be motivated so that they can be active participants in the fight against
aime.

Research findings also indicated that the strategies used were effective but
failure to communicate with the community undermined their effectiveness.
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NGOKUFINGQIWE

Lolucwaningo Iuphathe'lene neghaza elibanjwe isigungu saKwamashu esihlose
ukulwa nobugebengu kusetshenziswa umphakathi futhi kuqhakan]:swa
ukubaluleka kweghaza lentsha kulombhidlango.

Lolucwaningo lubheke kakhulu ighaza lomphakathi ekulweni nobugebengu
njengoba kugcizelelwa wuMnyango weZokuphepha nokuVikelwa komphakathi.
Ukuze kutholakale ulwazi umaowaningi ubuze abantu abangamashumi amathathu
abakhe nabahiala Kwamashuy, {ababantu batonyulwe ngokungahlelekile
emphakathini.

Izincwadi nemibhalo ebheka ukulwa nobugebengu kusethenziswa umphakathi
- nentsha kucutshunguliwe. Emva kokucubungula okunzulu kube nezincomo
hlukene ezisuselwe emiphumelweni yocwaningo.

Imiphumela yocwaningo iveze ukuthi kunesidingo sokuthi isigungu sokulwa
nobugebengu sizidayise/ siziveze emphakathini ngoba asaziwa. Umphakathi,
ikakhulukazi intsha kufanele bagquqguzelwe ukuthi bazibandakanye nemizamo
yokulwa nobugebengu.

Ucwaningo lubuye Iwaveza ukuthi amasu asetshenziswa yisigungu ukulwa
nobugebengu ayasebenza kodwa adicilelwa phansi wukwehluieka kwesigungu
ukuziveza emphakathini. '
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

1.1 INTRODUCTION

South Africa is a developing country that is in need of economic stability in
order to address the needs of its people. Foreign investors view South
Africa as a fertile ground for investment however in most cases they are
scared away by the alarming crime rate in the country. Tourism industry in
South Africa has a great potential to grow as South Africa is also a tourists
attraction. It is however vital to note that crime hampers the growth of the
tourism industry.

The swelling ranks of the out-of-school youth seem to be the catalyst for
the high crime rate. It is therefore apparent that the youth needs to be kept
busy and be invoived in carime prevention programmes in order for the war
against crime to be won.

1.2 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The former President of South Africa Mr Nelson Mandela saw the need to
use the sodal structures such as business people, youth organtzations,
women organizations etc in the fight against crime. In 1997 the youth desk
was established with the aim of making the youth to be at the forefront in
fighting crime by engaging them in constructive community activities.



1.3 MOTIVATION FOR THE STUDY

The researcher’s motivation emanates from being actively involved in
monitoring the strategies used by the KwaMashu Police Station in involving
the youth in the fight of crime. The area of KwaMashu is notorious for being
a aime infested area however since the founding of the youth desk
statistics show that there has been a remarkable reduction of crime
especially committed by the youth. The essence of the study is to use the
KwaMashu Community Policing Forum strategies about the youth of the
surrounding areas that are facing the seemingly insurmountable hardship
because of crime.

1.4 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

South Africa is facing economic, social as well as educational hardships
because of the high crime rate. Juvenile delinquency is increasing and the
government is trying by ali means to fight ¢crime. The establishment of the
Community Policing Forum in 1994 as well as the Youth desk in 1997 is
indicative of this. The aim for establishing these structures was to ensure
the harmonious working relationship between the police and communities.
The other aim was to ensure that the sodal structures work together with
the police in solving problems caused by crime as well as preventing them.

The KwaMashu Co'mmun‘rty Policing Forum has done an exceptional job in
ensuring the involvement of the youth in crime fighting strategies. The
surrounding areas of Ntuzuma as well as Inanda however seem to be
struggling as far as fighting juvenile delinquency is concemed. The problem



fight crime are not working. Emulating strategies used by the KwaMashu Police
Station may help these communities and their police stations.

1.5 OBIECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The objectives of the study are as follows:
= To determine the strategies set out by the KwaMashu Police Stations in

achieving the desired goal of crime prevention with the youth at the
forefront;

» - To determine the involvement of the youth in improving their lives; and

= To assess the effectiveness of crime prevention at KwaMashu and to use the

strategies to help crime infested areas.

1.6 VALUE OF THE STUDY |

The study is valuable because the fight against crime can only be won if the
communities are fully involved in it. Victory against crime in turn can help
stabilise the economy of the country as well as make communities live without
fear. The research will assist Police Stations to be effective and more in touch
with the communities they serve. The finding will also assist in improving the
relationship between the youth and the police. The value of this study rests on
the assumption that the research findings will be disseminated to local residents
of Kwamashu through CPF’s. The primary aim of informing prospective residents



is to provide them with precautionary measures to adopt in securing their own
safety and property to prevent future victimization.

1.7 RESEARCH METHODOGY
The design and methodology of the study is discussed as follows
1.7.1 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT

An interview schedule will be used to probe both verbal and non-verbal cues of
the réspondents and this will give the interviewer the opportunity to clarify
matters where necessary. In this study the researcher will use an interview
“schedule which will comprise both open and dose-ended questions. This
interview schedule will be constructed in English and also be translated to
IsiZutu. This Will be done to ensure that the respondents use the language they
are comfortable with which may either be English or IsiZulu.

1.7.2 POPULATION AND SAMPLE

The research population will be the beneficiaries of the crime prevention
strategies. In choosing the respondents in the study, the researcher will use the
sampling technique where thirty respondents will be chosen from the list of
beneficiaries of the crime prevention strategies.

Monnete and Sullivan (1994:34) state that probability sampling technique
ensures that each element had an equal chance of being included in the study.



1.7.3 RESEARCH DESIGN

A research design provides the answers to a question, "What are the means to
be used to obtain the information needed” (Mckendrick 1987: 256). The
researcher will use both the qualitative and quantitative methods researched.

Quantitative research method refers to the collection of data using numbers and
measures of things and qualitative research basically involves the use of words,
pictures, descriptions or narratives (Neuman 1997: 30) .

In this study the researcher will use the evaluative design because the aim of the
study is to find out the effectiveness, importance, meaning an efficiency of
involving the youth in prevention strategies to the community. Tripodi in
“Mcdendrick (1987: 258) defines evaluative research “as the application of
research methods to the produdion of research methods to the production of
knowledge that is useful in appraising the effectiveness of technological
programmes. |

18 PROCEDURE FOR DATA COLLECTION

In this study the researcher will use the structured interview and sentence
observation of respondents. The researcher will look at the documents like
minutes of a meeting, report files; statistics and the formal literature review. The
interview schedule thaf will be used will have fixed response questions and open-
ended response questions.



1.9 DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

The information gathered will be analysed statistically using graphs and tables in
presenting data. The use of data will be to establish frequencies and correlation
of findings. The finding will then be presented in the form of descriptive statistics
and qualitative discussion of findings.

1.10 DISSEMINATION OF THE STUDY

The findings of the study will be made available to the libraries and journals. The
researchers will also make presentations on the study where he is requested.

1.11 OUTLINE OF THE STUDY.

Chapter 1: General Orientation

Chapter 2: Literature Review

Chapter 3: Research Methodology “

Chapter. 4: Analysis and Interpretation of data

Chapter 5: Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations



1.12 DEFINITION OF TERMS

Community Policing: This can be defined as a philosophy or approach to policing

Forum
Strategy

Youth

which recognizes the interdependence and shared
responsibility of the police and the community in making
South Africa a safer, more peaceful and more livable
country. It aims to establish an active and equal
partnership between the police and the public through
which crime and community safety issues can jointly be
determined and solutions designed and implemented
(Volume 2 SAPS)

: This is defined as a meeting or medium for an exchange of

views. (Oxford Dictionary).

: This is defined as a plan designed to achieve a particular

lbng-term aim (Oxford Dictionary).

: The period between childhood and adult age characterized

by vigour; freshness; immaturity. (Oxford Dictionary). Any
human being between ages 18 and 35



Crime Prevention : Crime preventioh can be defined as all those methods and
| strategies used by the state at central or local leve),
industries and communities or individuals to prevent, reduce
~ control the onset or continuation of criminal behavior or
" victimization. Crime prevention can therefore be person-
centered; social and community centered, situationally
centered or state centered (Glanz 1993: 314)

Community : An aggregation of families and individuals; settled in fairly
compact and contagious geographic area, with significan
elements of common life as shown by manners, customs,
tradition and models of speech (Dunham 1970 :27)

1.13 SUMMARY _

In this chapter the researcher introduced the study. Furthermore the background
information of CPF's was reviewed, the motivation for the study stated , the
problem stated. The objectives of the study, its value, research memodblogy,
procedure for data collection as well as data analysis and interpretation were
mentioned. Lastly, the researcher explains how he will disseminate the study,
defines terms and makes a clear outline of the study.



CHAPTER 2

LITERATURATRE REVIEW
2.1 INTRODUCTION |
The term “Community policing” is a term that has been defined by many
researchers. It is a term that is not only South African because in other countries
Community Policing is practiced. In this chapter the researcher will review some
of the literature that deal with the study. The role of the youth in community
poficing will also be examined.

2.2 DEFINTION OF COMMUNITY POLICING

The term community policing means different things to different people. It is -
because of this reason that it is difficult to arrive at one specific definition.
Although there are various differing meanings about community policing there
are basic principles that are being reaffirmed that everyday community contact is
necessary for effective operation policing. Koch and Bennett (1995:2) define
community policing as a philosophy or paradigm which specifies a new kind of
parinership and relationship between the police and public .The South African
Police Services define community policing as:

“A philosophy of or an approach to policing which recognizes the
interdependence and shared responsibility of the police and the community in
making South Africa a safer, more peacefuf and more livabté country. Community
policing aims to establish an equal and active partnership between the police and
the community through which crime and community safety issues can jointly be
determined and solutions designed and implemented.”



In thesé two definitions it becomes obvious that in community policing both the
police and the community forge a relationship which is aimed at promoting crime
prevention thus making the community live in a crime-free and fear-free country.
Furthermore the concept of policing is democratized in that the community is
actively involved as opposed to being passive recipients of the service rendered.
Van Rooyen (1994:61) summarizes this point

“Democratic policing in theory acts as a balance between the rights and
needs of citizens as individuals and their responsibilities as members of
the community. But to perfarm the role the modermn police officer needs
to be not only a lawyer and social worker, but also something of a
scientist, marriage counselor, mediator, sex, race, and community
relations psychologist and ybuth worker, together with having some skill
as an athlete, accountant and firearms spedalist and in dealing with
drugs and mental problems. In addition it is necessary to be

knowledgeable about polities and current events”

2.3.The South African Background

In South Africa community policing first has to change the perception of the
community towards the police. The term community is made with specific
reference to blacks or Africans. In the past the police were viewed as the
collaborators with the apartheid regime. According to Stevens and Yach

(1995:2)
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"In South Africa there is still a legacy of mistrust and suspicion of the police, and
the public still regard the police as partisan. This perception is reinforced by the
fact that the senior level of the South Africa Police Services (SAPS) are by and
large unrepresentative of the community they serve which is very problematic”

As a result of this background and the past brutality of the police towards blacks
most people do not see need to work in collaboration with the police.

“Further barriers to change include militarized, authoritarian culture and
style, the use of extreme force, a lack of accountability to local communities in
respect of resources, priorities not in line with community needs, over
centralization, bureaucracy and a reactive {as opposed to a proactive) approach.
Members also harbour fears of affirmative action” (Steven and Yach 1995:3)

These factors make community policing to be unique from the South African
perspective, This perspective differs from the intemnational perspective of
community policing which according to Sara Jagwanth (1994:11) aims to replace
térms such as foot patrol crime prevention, problem oriented policing,
community oriented policing, police-community relation and more.

It is therefore noticeable that community policing in South Africa is much more
complicated and difficult and it is not proper to import western democracies
strategies into it. Jagwanth (1994:13) argues that in the current South African
context community policing must be based on principles which indude the
acceptance of public oversight and accountability to representative civilian
structures, transparency in relation to most aspects of police work and a
commitment to operational flexibility on the part of the police.

11



The need for community policing to facilitate and support organic system of
local policing and to recognize the diversity of communities which includes the
need for special attempts to be made by the police to address the needs of
special interest group which have been or are discriminated ag-ainst ( Van
Rooyen, 1994:173).In this study the researcher will ensure that afthough
community policing will be viewed as a broad term, the South African perspective
will be taken into deep consideration.

2.4 Principles Of Community Policing.
In order to comprehend the importance of involving the youth (community} in
fighting crime the researcher reviewed literature on the principle of community
policing. It emerged in the study that several researchers have listed principles
which they think are the most basic. It therefore does not surprise that different
researchers have different principles. According to Stevens and Yach (1995:7)
the following are the principles of community policing ;

« Equity in the distribution of policing service

» Delivery of appropriate services

« Responsiveness to a representative body

« Distribution of power

+ Information flow

» Redress and enforcement of state

» Participation of citizens in policy development with police manager

On the other hand Trojanowicz and Bucqueroux (1994:4) List the following ten
principles as the basis for community policing.

12



(a) Philosophy and Organizational strategy. Community policing is both a
philosophy (a way of thinking ) and an organizational strategy (a way to carry
out the philosophy) that allows the police and community to work closely
together in a new way to solve problems of crime, illicit dnigs fear of crime,
physical and sodial disorder. )

(b) Commitment to community empowerment. Community policing
organizational strategy first demands that everyone in the police department,
incduding both civilians and swom personal, must investigate ways to translate
the philosophy of power-sharing into practice. -

(c) Decentralized and personalized policing. To implement true community
policing, police departments must also create and develop a new breed of line
officers who acts as a direct link between the police and the people in the
community. |

(d) Immediate and long term proactive problem solving. The community officers

broad role demands continuous, sustained contact with the law-abiding people in

the community, so that together they can explore creative new solutions to local
concerns with private citizens serving as supporters and volunteers.

(e) With ethic, legality, responsibility, and trust, community policing implies a
new contract between the police and the citizens they serve, one that offers
hope of overcoming widespread apathy while restraining any impuise of
vigilantism.

(f) Expanding the police Mandate community policing adds a vital, proactive

element to the traditional reactive role of the police, resulting in full spectrum
service, '
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E Theft

E Burglary

O Malicious Damage to
property
[ Driving offences

2000 2001 2002 2003

a). Theft

According to figure 4.7 in 2000 the theft rate stood at 10,4% whereas in the
year 2001 it increased by 0,59% and reached 11,05%. In the year 2002 theft
figures stood at 11,55% and in the year 2003 they dropped to 10,83%. It can
therefore be deduced that although the crime rate has been increasing over the
years since 2000 it decreased in the year 2003.

b) Burglary

As far as burglary at residential premises is concerned the year 2000 had 9,24%
and the findings revealed that in 2001 burgiary rate stood at 9,23%. In year
2002 the burglary rate increased and reached 10.15% whereas in 2003 it
reached a high of 10,51%.
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¢} Malicious damage to property
In the year 2000 malicious damage to property rate stood at 5,26% and

increased in 2001 as it was at 5,9%. In 2002 malicious damage to property was
at 5,82% and in 2003 the figures stood at 5,58%

- b) Driving offences

The driving offences in terms of the National Road Traffic Act showed the
following findings ;

In 2000 driving offences were 4,83% and in 2001 they were 4,37%. In 2002
these rates dropped and reached 2,56%. In the year 2003 the driving offences
reached an all time low and recorded to be 2,22%.

4.8.3 THE USE OF FIREARMS

The crime statistics between the period 2000 and 2003 have shown very little
difference. It can also be deduced from the statistics that most of the crimes
were committed with a firearm as an instrument. 1t is however encouraging for
the Kwamashu Community Policing Forum to notice a drastic drop in the use of
firearms as an instrument of criminal activity. In the year 2000 the firearm as an
instrument of criminal activity was used 253 times. In the year 2001 the statistics
reveal that it dropped to 202. In 2002 however there was an increase in the use
of firearms as the figures went up to 235reported cases. The year 2003 showed
that the vision of a gun-free KwaMashu is starting to bear fruit. This is because
in 2003 the use of a pisto! / revolver reached an all time low of 198.
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4.9.SUMMARY

In this chapter it was revealed that although the KwaMashu Community Policing
Forum has been functional since 1996 most people of the KwaMashu community
do not know about it. The youth is engaged in the activities of the KCPF and
their strategies are useful. However, this hard work is undermined by the lack of
proper marketing by the KCPF. The crime rates are fluctuating and the use of
firearms is sharply decreasing.
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- CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1. INTRODUCTION
In this chapter the researcher presents the findings of the study, draws
conclusions and makes recommendations. The objectives and hypothesis of the
study are also restated.
5.2. RESTATEMENT OF THE OBJECIVES OF THE STUDY
The objectives of the study were as follows:
¢ To determine the strategies set out by the KwaMashu police
station in achieving the desired goal of crime prevention
with the youth at the forefront.

» To determine the involvement of the youth in improving their lives

o To assess the effectiveness of crime prevention at KwaMashu and to
use the strategies to help crime infested areas.
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5.3 RESTATEMENT OF THE HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY

+ The effectiveness of the KwaMashu Community Policing Forum depends
on the full participation and involvement of beneficiaries (community) in
promoting their own social welfare. :

« The full involvement of beneficiaries in the crime prevention process
results in the improvement of local leadership and community

empowerment.

e The strategies set by the department of safety and security have a
tendency to achieve the goals of a crime free South Africa.

5.4 FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

The following were the findings of the study based on information obtained from
the respondents.

o The findings revéaled that 37%, the majority of the respondents in the
KwaMashu Community Policing Forum, were the youth. This was one of
the strategies of the policing forum where it targets the youth and other
vulnerable groups in the community.

o The study revealed that there is an increase in the statistics of out of
school youth. It further stated that there is a gradual increase of criminal
activities from this group as most of them are unemployed, have no
tertiary education and lack skills to start sétf—employment.



The study also revealed that 63% of the KwaMashu community have no
or littde knowledge about the existence and the activities of the KwaMashu
Community Policing Forum. This makes the CPF of KwaMashu to be less
effective.

One of the findings of the study is that the communication lines between
the KwaMashu community and the KwaMashu Community Policing Forum
are not property open. The KCPF has not done enough to market itself.

The stalﬁng of the sector crime forums is gradually helping the KwaMashu
community to be active participants in crime prevention. In the sector
crime forums there are sector teams of police officers as well as detectives
who are assigned to a particular sector.

The study also revealed that the responsibility of crime prevention in a
particular sector lies with the strategies of the sector manager /
coordinator. It emerged that the sector manager is closer to the
community than the executive committee of the KCPF.

The study also réveaied thaf 20% of the out of school youth have been

empowered with different skills. As a result some of the youth have fouhd
employment with some NGO'’s like NICRO and APEC.
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The study revealed that most of the community structures are involved in
crime prevention stratégies. These structures inciude Non-Governmental
Organization, local businessmen, Political organizations, youth
organizations, pastors’ organizations and traditional healers’ organizations.
The study further indicates that since the establishment of the KCPF in
1996 it has been effective but to a limited degree. Furthermore, since the
establishment of sector crime forums the effectiveness of the policing
forum is evidently increasing.

It emerged that in most of the crimes that were committed the
instrument for criminal activity was a fire-arm, however, the findings show
that the use of a fire-arm is decreasing and that can be attributed to a
‘gun free South Africa’ campaign.

The findings show that although the community structures participate in
the KwaMashu community policing forum they are also involved in crime
prevention outside the community policing forum.



The community policing in the area is involved in creating crime
awareness to the pensioners as most of them are usually victims of crime
during pension days. -

The schools in the area of KwaMashu are currently going through a tough
time. In most schools children smoke drugs, are victims of rape and some
leamers and educators have died in the schoo! premises, however the
community policing forum do make school visits to better the situation.
The out of school youth help in trying to curb crime in schools.

The study further revealed that most of the criminal activities take place
during the school holidays and that is the time when most of the youth
are idling at home and become the victims of crime or become involved in
committing crimes.

It emerged during the study that as a result of CPF sport activities, some
of the KwaMashu youth have been identified by talent scouts. This has led
to some of them becoming professionals and joining local schools.



« The study revealed that parents have been involved in minimizing criminal
activities among the youth. This is because the KCPF have taught them on
how to be effective in doing the following:

1. to collaborate with the police officers to enforce curfews,

2. to report any signs of drug addiction amongst their children to the
police officers, and

3. to handle wild youth who have an abusive streak.

¢ It emerged during the study that beside sporting activities, asking
sentenced prisoners to address the youth about crime and life inside the
prison was the most effective strategy of the KCPF.

» The findings showed that the establishment of the KwaMashu Youth Desk
has been instrumental in uniting the youth. Furthermore the youth in this
structure have been empowered through capacity building, skills transfer
and organizational skills and abilities.

» The establishment of the KwaMashu Youth Desk has played a major role
in educating the youth about political tolerance. This is due to the fact
that all political parties like the African National Congress, Inkatha
Freedom Party, Pan Africanist Congress, Democratic Alliance, and United
Demoaratic Front have encouraged the youth affiliated to them to join the
Youth Desk.
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« The involvement of the Pastars organization in the KCPF has contributed
positively towards moral regeneration in the area. This has made the
youth to see the relevance of religion and spirituality.

» The study revealed that for the community to participate actively in the
policing forum they need to be made aware about its importance. This
view is further supported by Penderis (1996:27) who describes community
participation as |

“an active process by which beneficiary client groups influence the
direction and execution of a development project with a view to
enhancing their well being in terms of income, personal growth, self
reliance or other values that they cherish.”

e The study has revealed that the high unemployment rate has contributed
negatively to the non-contact crime of theft.

« The findings show that the training that the youth have received from the
KCPF has empowered ﬁiemkwim public speaking skills, motivational skills,
communication skills, conflict management, mediation skills as welf as self
—employment strategies.

e The findings further indicated that most participants in the KCPF know
that the police officers have the main responsibility to tacide crime head
~on. The members of the community policing forum play an active role in
supporting the police officers.
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o It emerged during the research that most of the “hot spots” or areas
where most criminal activities take place have been identified through the
help of sector arime forum. This has helped the police or sector teams to
make arrests thus minimizing and in some cases stopping criminal
activities.

« Although the Department of Safety and Security offer monitoring to the
community police forums it does not offer the necessary support that will
make the public in general aware of its objectives.

5.5. RECOMMENDATIONS
In view of the stated findings the researcher recommends the following.

« That the constitution of the Safety and Security Ministry about policing
forums be made available to the forum members. This will empower them
to work in line with the constitution.

» That forum members be empowered with skills to identify and establish
their needs. This would enable them to implement activities with a clear
expected outcome.



That the community policing forum of KwaMashu adopt a strategy that
will make it easier for the whole community to know it and identify with its
activities. This will help it to be more effective in carrying out its
objectives. '

That the sector aime forums be established on a smaller scale ie. each
section- should have its sector forum, sector manager, sector team and
sector detectives. This would help ali sections in the area to be
competitive and this would make the sector system more effective as it
will be dloser to the community.

That more Non Governmental Organizations be encouraged to be actively
~ involved in the activities of the policing forum. Furthermore the NGO's
should empower the youth with skills that would help the youth in the
future

That the local police station forge a close working relationship with the
regional and district education offices. This would help in the eradication
of drugs, murder, theft, vandalism and all criminal activities that take
place within school premises.
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That the KwaMashu police station in conjunction with the community of
KwaMashu identify areas where CCTV cameras will be instalied. This
would enable the police officers to easily identify criminals and make
arrests.

That the ‘gun free South Africa campaign’ be continued and driven with
vigour because its effects are positive. This is because the use of the fire-
arm in ariminal activities shows a steady decrease.

That all stakeholders in the community policing forum should be involved
in initiating the work of the forum as well as assessing the ongoing
process. The management and participants should monitor activities and
provide progress in the forum activities.

That the police station work with the Tourist Junction since tourism is
adversely affected by crime. Furthermore the local youth should be
employed to show tourists around as this would provide safety for the
tourists and employment for the youth.



That the networking and intersectoral collaboration become the important
strategy that all the government officials should practice in order to
achieve the goals of crime prevention.

That the local leadership be active participants in ensuring that the youth
is invoived in constructive community activities that will ensure their self
development hence minimize times of committing crime.

That the activities of the KwaMashu community policing forum be staged
at times where the whole community would be involved. Public holidays
are recommended for such activities as most of employed individuals can
attend.

That in the school programmes the local schools ensure that the negative
effects of crime are included in Life Orientation.

That local business allow the youth to volunteer their services to them.
This would help the youth to acquire work experience as well as skills that
would help them in the future.
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« That the victims of crime be encouraged to report cases to the police
stations. This is because most of the cases are not reported hence
perpetrators continue doing crime without any fear.

« That the Justice system of the country become more accountable and
responsible. This is because the community feels like their work is in vain
if the criminals they reported to the police roam the streets freely after

they had been arested.

« That the community policing forum updates itseif with the activities that
capture the interests of the youth and use those activities to wam the
youth about crime and dangers of getting involved in it.



5.6. CONCLUSION

The study was based on community policing forums and its strategies of putting
the youth in the forefront of crime prevention as is the initiative of the
Department of Safety and Security. The scope of the study was the area of
KwaMashu.

A number of recommendations were made where it became clear that the
community policing forum of KwaMashu has shortcomings. The efforts made by
stakeholders and the Department of Safety and Security are not enough for
achieving objectives of involving the youth in crime prevention.

The youth have been empowered with skills such as communication skills,
people’s skills, entreupreunarial skills as well as leadership skills. The youth has
developed leadership skills in the form of the Youth Desk which has taught them
to be independent. The training provided to the youth has helped them to
acquire skills. |

Lack of proper marketing, publicity and communication by the community
policding forum made it less effective as most of the community members do not
know about its existence, aims and activities.

The department of Safety and Security as well as the South African Police

Service have an efficient strategy and constitution but the lack of montitoring by
the ministry makes the community policing forum less effective than it should be.
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On the basis of the research findings, some implications were made which

- further enabled the researcher to make some recommendations. It is hoped
therefore that the aforementioned recommendations if implemented could bring
measurable improvement on the KwaMashu community policing forum and its
strategies of keeping the youth at the forefront in crime prevention. This will also
help other police stations, the province and the country as a whole. The
recommendations will also, hopefully, assist policy makers in implementing
different policies relating to crime prevention by the communities.
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APPENDIX A
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

COMMUNITY POLICING FORUM: STRATEGIES OF THE
YOUTH IN CRIME PREVENTION AT KWAMASHU

LINFORMATION ABOUT THE COMMUNITY POLICING FORUM

1.1 Do you know anything about the KwaMashu Community Policing Forum?

Y
N

1.2 Do you know the aims of the KwaMashu Community Policing Forum?

Y
N

1.3. Have you been involved in any crime prevention initiative by the KCPF?

Y
N

1.4 Do yon think the Community can play a role in combating crime?

Y
N

1.5 Do you think the youth can play a role in combating crime?

Y
N
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2. COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN KWAMASHU COMMUNITY POLICING
FORUM.

2.1 How often do yon participate in crime combating?

I DPON'T
SOMETIMES
ALWAYS

2.2 How often do you attend open meetings by the KCPF?

IDONT
SOMETIMES
ALWAYS

2.3 How often are you updated about erime statistics in your area?

1DON’T
SOMETIMES
ALWAYS

3. COMMUNITY KNOWLEDGE ABOUT KCPF

3.1 Which is the target group of the KCPF?

{a) Youth

(b) School learners

{c) Adalts

(d) Pensioners

{e) People living with disability
(D) Other (Specify) ...........

3.2 How long has the KCPF existed?
(a) 1 -2 years
(b) 2 -3 years
(c) 3—4 years

(d) 4 -5 years

101



(¢) 5 years and above
4. YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN THE KWAMASHU COMMUNITY POLICING
FORUM.

4.1 Does the KwaMaslm Community Policing Forum use the youth to combat crime.
1f they do, explain why? .

4.2 If the KwaMashu Community Policing Forum uses the youth explain what
strategies de they use?

4.3 Is the KwaMashu Community Policing Forum successful in using the youth in
crime prevention? Please explain your answer.

4.4 What are the problems encountered by the KwaMashu Community Policing
Forum in recruiting the Youth? List some of them?
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5. SKILLS AND TRAINING

5.1 What training do you need to pérticipate in the KwaMashu Community Policing
Forum?

5.2 Do you think that you have enough skills to participate in the crime prevention?

53 If you have acquired skills in erime prevention, which is the most beneficial to
you and why?

54 Are you satisfied with the monitoring carried out by the Department of Safety
and Secarity in the KwaMashu Policing Forum? Please exphin.

5.5 Have you benefited from the KCP¥?

5.6 Do you think the youth participation of the youth is sustainable in the KCPF?

THANK YOU
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